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Abstract

Recent Debates and Trends in Taiwanese Scholarship on

Tasan’s Philosophy

Jo Hyeon-ung
Lecturer, School of Digital Humanities and Computational Social Sciences(DHSS),

Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology(KAIST)

This article examines the major issues and overall research trends
in recent Taiwanese scholarship on Tasan Jeong Yak-yong, with
the aim of clarifying its significance in the history of philosophy.
Whereas Tasan studies in Korea have developed largely in close
connection with discourses on Silhak, modernity, and nationalism,
Taiwanese scholarship has, from the outset, approached Tasan from
a broader intellectual horizon, seeking to situate his philosophical
position within the larger framework of East Asian Confucianism.
Accordingly, this study first reviews the major issues that have
emerged in recent scholarship, focusing on the discussions of Cai
Zhenfeng, Yang Rubin, and Lin Yueh-hui, and then categorizes
recent studies in order to assess the achievements and significance of

Taiwanese Tasan studies.
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The analysis shows that recent Taiwanese scholarship on Tasan has
developed in three main directions. First, debates have intensified
over how to redefine Tasan’s philosophical standing in relation to
Zhu Xi learning, through such conceptual categories as “post(#)-Zhu
Xi learning,” “de(fit)-Zhu Xi learning,” and “anti()x)-Lixue.” Second,
by taking into account both the reception of Western Learning and
the political and social circumstances of late Joseon, recent studies
have sought to provide a more multidimensional explanation of the
formation and development of Tasan’s thought. Third, as the scope
of research has expanded into such areas as law, ritual, Changes
studies, and poetics, there has emerged a tendency to reconstruct
Tasan as a complex thinker whose intellectual concerns encompass
classical exegesis, ethics, institutional theory, and cultural thought.
These studies demonstrate that Taiwanese scholarship not only
deepens individual issues in Tasan studies but also broadens the
overall horizon of the field itself.

Through this review, the article demonstrates that Taiwanese
scholarship on Tasan philosophy has generated a productive
discourse by rethinking Tasan, not simply as a figure in Korean
intellectual history, but at the intersection of East Asian
Confucianism and Western Learning. It also considers both the
significance and limitations of Taiwanese scholarship and points
to the need for further research that will deepen and develop these

lines of inquiry.
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